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authorize construction of a designated utility comridor for possible use in the future by viilities. For
these reasons, full review of GLB's project under Section 10901 is waranted.

During the EIS process, farmland data for the proposed GLB rail and utility corridor area shouild
be collected from many agencies including the NRCS, U.3. Geological Survey, and the USDA Soil
Survey Geographic Database. This information should include the location of farmland, types of
land cover, agriculiural use (row crops, hay, etc.), and acreage of farmland entolled in federally
or state protected farming programs such as the Conservation Reserve Program [CRP).

Here's what and how the STB will review the impact of GLB on farmland

Agricultural impacts of the proposed GLB and Ulility Corridor for the Area must be determined by
identifying the total number of acres of farmland that would be converted to-a different use,
determining the acres of prime farmland within the converted farmland being impacted,
estimating the number of agriculture parcel severances, and determining the potential in crop
production and cash receipts. Agricullural severances, uneconomical remnants, and
landlocked parcels must be determined as well.

A severed fcrm parcel } flefined as a parcel of fcrmlcnd that is fraversed by the proposed

of land. In addition, the severance may cause adverse travel for ownersfoperators compared

to the distance traveled wi ;EZ the proposed pro;ec’r. 9

celithdefi Qs Ion that is lsolcﬁed by the proposed roadway conmidor

rirdAEay that the parcel becomes inaccessible to the current owner/operaior due to
Ic:ck of access from a public road, existing easement, adjacent property under the same
ownership, or access road.

An uneconomical remnant is defined as farmland that is severed from alarger parcel of
farmland that is too small to be economically or'practically farmed by the existing
ownerfoperator. For example, the lllinois Department of Agriculture {DOA) identifies a siating
frame of reference for uneconomical remnants as three acres or less in size, but this may vary
depending on the shape of the remnant and the concerns of the owner/operator.

Adverse travel is defined as the length of additional distance, round frip, an owner/operator
¥avel in order to operate a parcel that has become severed or is otherwise

affected as a result of the proposed project. Adverse travel resulfs in additional time and fuel
expense that would not be required to operate one continuous parcelf:

Relocated farmsteads include residences with farm buildings that require relocation of the
residence. An agribusiness is a business refated to agricultural production and includes
production, supply, distribution, processing, marketing, and sales of agriculturally related
producits.

Analysis by the NRCS is required for projects like the GLB rail and viility commidor that plan to
convert farmland to other uses under the Farmland Protection Pelicy Act. The NRCS evaluates
the quality and productivity of the soils that will be affected, while the Hllinois Department of



(D

ulture {DOA) evaluates project impacts. In lllinois, the evaluation uses the llinois Land
afion and Site Assessment (LESA) system, which takes info account:

Amount of agricultural land required;

Location of the proposed project;

Acres of off-site agricultural land required for borrow material;

Acres of prime and important farmland required for mitigation;

Creation of severed farm parcels, uneconomical remnants, landlocked parcels, and
adverse fravel;

Relocations of rural residences and farm buildings; and

Ulilizertion of minimum design standards. : |

inois LESA scoring system operates on a point basis. The highet the LESA score, the more.

2 the farmland is for long-term agricultural use. A score of 0 fo 175 points indicates a low

1 for protection; a score of 176 to 225 points indicates a moderaie rating for protection; and
re of 226 1o 300 poinis indicates that the land should be retained as agriculiural land and
ternative alignment should be considered.

e providing comment jo the STB, landowners should review GLB's Route Narrative and the
of the proposed roule fo determine how the project will impact their farming operations. In

ion to other issues discussed above, Landowners should also com
of potential impacts on their.farmland:.

el

How much of my farm will be impacted (acres)? ?/ﬂ Jersd -
Do you-have Prime or important scils that will be impacied? Highly erodible soils? /éj-d
Will your home be relocated? #2Lo™

Will you have to relocate farm buildings?  Jis~
will your farm be severed? How wil pnvote crossing impact farming gperations?
Will your form be londlocked? cﬁ-¢ M ﬁ i

will you suffer from adverse travel? If yes, are ciiemcie routes safe? Adequcte? 'm"
. How will your file and surface drainage be impacted? 6—/»:419—4;.

o Cut and/or crushed field tiles? o%u, Comdimg (It Jond~

o Consfruction will result in compation that impacts drainage and crop loss

o Fyovers and grade crossings will impact drainage on farmiand and drainage

ditches B

Do you have land in CRP or other conservation easements? /5’/“’ "’. :
Do you have livestock operations that will be impacted? /G*Mlcg‘”‘? M’;J:"“, }L‘W" arendy dorsand)
Will the project create an uneconomical remnant on your pdrcel? /j/u*
Will the project |mpoct imigation on your farm? g E- )
Do you have a wind turbine or wind farm lease that will be impacted?
Do you have mineral rights or a mineral lease that may be impacted? /
How will road closures impact your farming operation?

o Adverse Travel?

o Impact emergency services? 454
Is your farm in an Ag Use Area?
Designated Historical Area? Desng\é-i:d Centennial/Sesquicentennial Farmz Tribal )Lr
ground?
Federal Flood Plain Designations? )i~
Wetland designation?
Impact of flyovers, at grade crossings on ability to safely accommodate travel of farm
equipment?
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